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U Responsive to communication(s) filed on 
□ This action is FINAL. 



□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnat matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed 
in accordance with the practice un6ex Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

DisDosition of Claims 

IXi Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, clatm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

D Claim(s) is/gre allowed. 

^ Claim(s) rZT is/are rejected. 

iJ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

^ Claims are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 
U The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Llbpproved Clbisapproved. 

IX! The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

LJ Alt □ Some* QNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

U received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certif!ed copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 
iX^ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 2 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

LJ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims are directed. The title should include at least one technical, or inventive, feature 
of the claimed instant invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art 
to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set 
forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art 
that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. It is 
unclear how the lid can be in an open position with the openings out of registration and in a closed position 
with the openings in registration as set forth in claims 1 and 1 1 . At best, these claims contradict the 
specification at page 6, lines 10-18, where the open and closed positions of the lid are described. 

4. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
Specifically, the claims are rejected for the following reasons: 

It is unclear how the lid can be in an open position with the openings out of registration and in a 
closed position with the openings in registration (claims 1 and 1 1 ). 

Dependent claims not specifically mentioned are rejected as depending from rejected base claims 
since they inherently contain the same deficiencies therein. 
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Conclusion 


5. In view of the outstanding rejections under 35 USC 1 12, and 2"^ paragraphs above, the claims 
have not been rejected based upon prior art. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
Various prior art references are cited for teaching the following features: 

• bayonet engagement means; 

• closures with aiignable openings; 

• venting closures; 

closures having a gasket for sealing with an associated container; 
drinking containers having closures with one or more of the above features. 

7. In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Group 3720 is encouraging FAXing of 
responses to Office Actions, directly into the Group at (703)305-3579. This practice may be used for filing 
papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing papers which require a fee by applicants who 
authorize charges to a PTO deposit account. Please identify the examiner and art unit at the.top of your cover 
sheet. Papers submiued via FAX into Group 3720 will be promptly forwarded to the examiner. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Robin Hylton whose telephone number is (703) 308-1208. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday - Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Eastern time). 

If in receiving this Office Action it is apparent to applicant that certain documents are missing, e.g 
copies of references cited, form PTO- 1449, form PTO-892, etc., requests for copies of such papers should be 
directed to Errica Bembry at (703)306-4005. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 305-3579. 
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6/18/01 

The below rexf replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
""Information on How to Effect Drawing Changcs,'\on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or c&rticr) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO LFFEC T OK VU INC ( II INOt.S 
I. Correction of Inrormaliiirs - 37 CFR 1 .85 

New corrected drawings must be lilcd with ihc ch.ujyf s niLorporaicd i/icrcm 
Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the lulc oiihc invention 
inventor's name, and application number, or docket number (if any) u an 
application number has not been ustj^ned to the application If this mlbrmaiion i> 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet md cenicrcd %viihin<ihc i<if> 
margin If corrected drawings are required in n Notice of Allowability (PTOL- 
i7), the new drawings MUST be tiled within the THREE MONTH shonened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR I 136(a) or (b) for Hiins 
the correaed drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed tt» 
the OfTicial Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
94S. 

All changes to the drawings, other than inlormalmcs noted by iiie UrattspetMn. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into tht new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the application will be 
allowed No changes will be permuted to be made .jihcr than correction oi 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submn the drawmy corrections within the 
tune period set in the aitached OtTice comintinicatuin Sec ^7 CFR 
185(a) 


Failure to take corrective action wnlun the set period will result 
ABANDONMENT of the application 


